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One of the greatest problems facing the 
world today is the growing number of 
persons who are excluded from 
meaningful participation in the economic, 
social, political and cultural life of their 
communities. Such a society is neither 
efficient nor safe. (UNESCO)





Blakenship & Lilly



Education should be available
not just to one man or a few, or even to 
many men; but to all people together as 
well as to each separately, young and 

old, rich and poor, irrespective of birth, 
men and women--in short, everyone 
whose fate it is to have been born a 

human being.
Comenius





Inclusive education is--

welcoming, valuing, empowering, and 
supporting the diverse academic and 
social learning of all students in shared 
environments and experiences for the 
purpose of attaining the goals of 
education.
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Carl Sandburg
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PHYSIOLOGICAL
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SAFETY
Security, Freedom From Fear
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Achievement, Mastery
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• The basic premise of special education was that 
students with deficits will benefit from a unique 
body of knowledge and from smaller classes 
staffed by specially trained teachers using 
special materials.

• But there is no compelling body of evidence 
demonstrating that segregated special education 
programs have significant benefits for students.

(Lipsky & Gartner, 1989, p.19).



Special needs students in regular 
classes do better academically and 

socially than comparable students in 
non-inclusive settings

Baker, Wang, & Walberg  1994/95



IDEIA 2004
Nearly 30 years of research and experience 

has demonstrated that the education of 
children with disabilities can be made more 

effective by

• Having high expectations for such 
children and ensuring their access in 
the general education curriculum to the 
maximum extent possible

• Strengthening the role of parents and 
ensuring that families of such children 
have meaningful opportunities to 
participate in the education of their 
children…



IDEIA 2004
Nearly 30 years of research and experience 

has demonstrated that the education of 
children with disabilities can be made more 

effective by

• Providing appropriate special 
education and related services and 
aides and supports in the regular 
classroom to such children, whenever 
possible

• Supporting high-quality intensive 
professional development for 
professionals who work with such 
children
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Anybody can be great because 
anybody can serve.  You don’t 
have to make your subject and 
verb agree to serve.  You don’t 
need a college degree to serve. 
You only need a heart filled with 
grace and a soul generated by 

love.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.



Equity or Excellence in Education

A+

A+

A+



INDEPENDENCE

GENEROSITY

BELONGING

MASTERY



Challenging
Assumptions

Demonstrations

Goal of 
Education

Fiscal

Philosophy
Legal

Efficacy

Population 
Increases




